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FDA\Updates/on/Hand Sanitizers with Methanol/(1)

FDA is warning consumers and health
care providers that the agency has seen a sharp
increase in hand sanitizer products that are
labeled to contain ethanol (also known as
ethyl alcohol) but that have tested positive for
methanol contamination. Methanol, or wood
alcohol, is a substance that can be toxic when
absorbed through the skin or ingested and can
be life-threatening when ingested.

The agency is aware of adults and
children ingesting hand sanitizer products
contaminated with methanol that has led to
recent adverse events including blindness,
hospitalizations and death.

Methanol is not an acceptable active
ingredient for hand sanitizers and must not be
used due to its toxic effects. FDA's investigation
of methanol in certain hand sanitizers is
ongoing. The agency will provide additional
information as it becomes available.

Consumers who have been exposed
to hand sanitizer containing methanol and
are experiencing symptoms should seek
immediate treatment for potential reversal

of toxic effects of methanol poisoning.

Substantial methanol exposure can result
in nausea, vomiting, headache, blurred
vision, permanent blindness, seizures,
coma, permanent damage to the nervous
system or death. Although all persons using
these products on their hands are at risk
for methanol poisoning, young children
who accidently ingest these products and
adolescents and adults who drink these
products as an alcohol (ethanol) substitute, are
most at risk.

FDA reminds consumers to wash their
hands often with soap and water for at least 20
seconds, especially after going to the bathroom;
before eating; and after coughing, sneezing,
or blowing one's nose. If soap and water are
not readily available, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) recommend
consumers use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60 percent ethanol (also
referred to as ethyl alcohol).
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1. National cancer institute(https://
seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/
mulmy.html)

2. NCCN Guideline

3.Kotla V, Goel S, Nischal S, et
al. (August 2009). "Mechanism
of action of lenalidomide in
hematological malignancies”. J
Hematol Oncol. 2: 36.

4.Tageja N (March 2011).
"Lenalidomide - current
understanding of mechanistic
properties". Anti-Cancer Agents
Med. Chem. 11 (3): 315-26.

5. Uptodate

6.SARCLISA® (isatuximab-
irfc) Hightlights of Prescribing
Information

7. Drug Trials Snapshots: SARCLISA
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